HISTORY OF HUMAN CONCERNS AND SOCIAL JUSTICE

Introduction


The intrinsic dignity of each human being and the need for justice and compassion for all is a constant theme in the scriptures and the teaching of the Catholic Church.  In this series we examine the teachings found in the Old and New Testaments, the fathers and doctors of the church, the popes [particularly beginning with Pope Leo XIII], the Second Vatican Council and present day Catholic laypeople and religious. For those who wish to read more deeply, the following references will provide background information:

· Themes from Catholic Social Teaching: is a very concise statement by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.  It is a two-sided card which is available here at St. Benedict Church.
· The Bible: additional readings will be posted on this website.
· Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church: is a very useful collection of references drawn from the Bible, the Catechism of the Catholic Church, papal encyclicals, and the documents of Vatican II.  Commissioned by Pope John Paul II in 1999, this 2004 publication was produced by the Pontifical Council on Justice and Peace.  It has an index of references to scriptures and documents and an index by topic, which are extremely valuable.  It is available from Amazon.com for $20.97.
· Papal Encyclicals and Documents of Vatican II: are all available online at www.vatican.va in a wide variety of languages.
· The Heart of Catholic Social Teaching: is a series of 13 lectures edited by David Matzko McCarthy.  The lecturers address a wide variety of topics, from Biblical justice, to liturgy and the Eucharist, to Leo XIII, modern politics and the Catholic Worker Movement.  After each lecture McCarthy has a discussion section which ties the lectures together.  It is available from Amazon.com for $16.49.
· Websites with Human Concerns and Social Justice Information:  There are many but one of particular interest is the Office for Social Justice St. Paul and Minneapolis at www.osjspm.org.  There are many good references and teaching tools available on the site.
THE NEW TESTAMENT


An excellent discussion of the biblical basis for social concern is given in the first chapter of the book edited by David McCarthy, mentioned above.  References to detailed passages are also contained in the Compendium, also referenced above.  A particularly powerful series of Jesus’ parables are included in the Journey to Jerusalem section of Luke’s Gospel.   [Luke 9:51 – 18:14] In addition to the Good Samaritan (10:29‐10:37), Jesus discusses hoarding (12:13‐21), almsgiving (12:33‐34), healing on the Sabbath (13:10‐13:17 and 14:1‐6), the right attitude to possessions (14:28‐33), and the right attitude toward money (16:9‐13).  He also tells the parable of the rich man and Lazarus (16:19‐31), where he condemns the rich man’s inattention to Lazarus, the poor person lying outside his door.  The need to reach out to our neighbor, even when strictures like ritual purity or the Sabbath might constrain us, is important. Jesus warns that there is no excuse for our neglect of the poor.
