St. Benedict Church
1805 N. 49th St.

Seattle, WA  98103

(206) 632-0843

2011- 2012 Parish Faith Formation Opportunities
Infant Baptism – Parents who are expecting and  who wish to have their children baptized attend two preparation sessions. Children are baptized at designated Sunday masses. Godparents may attend the sessions.
Childcare is available in the Parish Center Lower Floor during the 10 AM Sunday Mass for toddlers to children age 4. 
Pre-School Sunday School – 4 & 5 year old children receive age appropriate faith formation during the 10 AM Sunday Mass September - May in the Parish Center - Lower Floor.  Adults/Parents are asked to signup for assisting.
Children’s Liturgy of the Word – All children in grades 1-5 are invited to be dismissed from the 10 AM Sunday Mass to participate in an age appropriate lesson about the day’s Scripture readings. (September-May) at Benedict House St. Anne Room.
First Sacraments – Children in the 2nd grade attend preparation classes for First Reconciliation (Winter) and First Eucharist (Spring) with their parents on scheduled Sunday mornings, October-April.
Christian Initiation of Children – Children, unbaptized or baptized, and above 2nd grade who have not received Reconciliation/First Communion attend sessions to prepare for Sacraments. 

(As part of the 10 AM Sunday Mass - October through the  Easter Season)

Wednesday Faith Formation –Children in grades 1, 3, 4, & 5 not attending St. Benedict School attend sessions twice a month on Wednesday afternoon 4:00-5:30 PM to learn and deepen their faith during the school year. (October – May) in the Parish Center Lower Floor.
Youth Group – Junior High students gather on Wednesday evenings 6:30-8pm in Parish Center -  Bl. Pope John Paul II Room. Senior High students gather on scheduled Sundays 5:30-7 pm to build up God’s Kingdom through faith sharing and service. and attend 7 PM Mass.
Confirmation – Sessions for completion of Christian Initiation for High School students age 16 or older are held in the Parish Center St. Mary Room, two Sundays monthly from 11:30-1pm October through Spring.  Adults preparing for Confirmation meet  after January 1, 2012 for 4-6 sessions on Sundays Parish center St. Mary Room. Confirmation is celebrated in the Spring.
Young Adult (21-35 yrs.) Activities – For single or married Catholic young adults who want to share their faith with other Catholic young adults. Thursday discussion group on the Mass and Prayers of the Roman Missal Third edition 7-9 PM  October 13 – November 17 Parish Center St. Martha Room. Faith sharing, service and social opportunities happen throughout the year. St. Benedict Young Adult blog   http://stbensyoungadults.blogspot.com/ 
Marriage Preparation – Engaged couples preparing for marriage in the Catholic Church need to contact the pastor at least 6 months before a proposed wedding date.  Fall Preparation series Thursdays October 13 – November 17, 2011 7 – 9 PM Parish Center Bl. Mother Teresa Room.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) – Those interested in Catholicism or Unbaptized adults seeking baptism and initiation in the Catholic faith or adults baptized in another Christian tradition who are interested in Full Communion with the Catholic Church meet for Inquiry and the Catechumenate discussion on Thursdays from 7- 9pm. Parish Center St. Mary Room

Small Group Faith Sharing -   Six week sessions are held in Fall 2011 (week of October 9th through– 4th week of November) on the Mass and the changes in the Roman Missal 3rd edition. Various options of days of the week and times are available. Winter small groups meet 2nd week of February through the last week of March – Topic to be announced.

January 2012 - Adult Series – films, discussions – further information this Winter

Mardi Gras Potluck Supper and Activities
Tuesday February 21, 2012 - 6:00 - 8:00 PM (Costumes/Masks optional) Details late Janaury.
Parish Lenten Mission 
Sunday March 18 through Wednesday March 21 evening.  Details after January 1, 2012

Holy Saturday Retreat

Holy Saturday April 7, 2012  –beginning with 9 AM Morning Prayer and concludes at 11 AM.

Adult Faith Formation – Speakers offer presentations and lead topical sessions throughout the year for adult Catholics seeking a deeper understanding of their faith offered locally and within the Archdiocese.  July 2012 Film Series – Information after May 2012.
Faith Formation Commission
Our mission is to support all parishioners to cultivate a passion for and understanding of our Catholic faith through lifelong learning.  The Commission meets monthly on the fourth Wednesday 7-9 PM in the Parish Center St. Mary Room to discuss parish faith formation needs, plan, implement and evaluate programs and offerings. Everyone is welcome.

Further information and registration materials available closer to the dates of the events.
Your time and talents, ideas and participation are needed for all these opportunities and programs to share, strengthen, and deepen our faith and our parish community.  
Questions or for registration and further information please contact
Val Keller  v.keller@stbens.net  Pastoral Assistant for Faith Formation

Parish Office - (206) 632-0843  ext. 216
Parish  website   www.stbens.net
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