
 

Dear St. Benedict Catholic School Community, 

 

Great things are happening at St. Benedict Catholic School!  That is the single 
most important message that I want you to remember when you have finished 
reading this copy of your yearly Spring/Summer Newsletter.  As you will read 
about inside we are preparing to welcome a new priest to our parish family, we 
are justifiably proud of the accomplishments of our most recent graduating 

class, and we are on the cusp of recognizing a dream 107 years in the making. 

 

So I will say it again, great things are happening at St. Benedict Catholic 
School!  Please take a few minutes to read through the newsletter and learn 
about all that is happening around the parish and school.  If you are so inclined, 
get in touch with us and let us know about the great things that are happening in 
your life or the lives of other members of the St. Benedict Catholic School 
community; we would love to feature some additional alumni stories in our 

Fall/Winter Newsletter. 

 

Finally, thank you for the part you play in enabling all the great things that are 

happening at St. Benedict Catholic School.  (Have I mentioned that great things 

are happening here?) 

Brian Anderson, Principal 

Letter From The Principal 

St. Benedict Catholic Spring/Summer 

2015  

Grounded in values.   Growing in  knowledge.  

Friday, June 5 

8th Grade Graduation 

7pm: Church 

Friday, June 12 

Last Day of School 

Wednesday, September 2 

First Day of School 

Friday/Saturday,  

September 18-19 

Wurst Festival 

2015-2016 School Tours 
Friday, November 6, 

9:00a.m. 

Friday, December 4, 9:00 

a.m. 

Friday, January 8, 9:00 a.m. 

Friday, February 5, 9:00 

a.m. 

Friday,  March 11, 9:00 a.m. 

 

Join us for an informative 

presentation and school tour. 

For more information, 
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 School News 

 

The St. Benedict Catholic School 
Newsletter is published twice 

annually, in Spring and Fall. 

 

Pastoral Coordinator 
Dn. Roy Harrington 
Dn.roy@stbens.net 
 
Parish Priest 

Fr. Bryan Dolejsi 

bryan.dolejsi@seattlearch.org 
 

Principal 

Brian Anderson 
b.anderson@stbens.net 
 
Office 

Mary Ancich 
m.ancich@stbens.net 
 
Development 
Teresa Gillett 
t.gillett@stbens.net 
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12th Man At St. Benedict 

St. Benedict represented our beloved 
Seahawks by wearing the colors and 
gathering in the school parking lot 
while Mr. Anderson climbed onto 
the ROOF of the school to snap 
some pictures on the Friday before 
the Super Bowl. No matter the out-
come, our Seahawks are CHAMPI-

ONS!   

A PASSAGE TO INDIA 
This year’s auction was on March 7th at the 
Nile Country Club and was again a great suc-
cess!  With the amazing generosity of the par-
ents, parishioners, friends and families of St. 
Benedict we raised $80,000, plus $35,000 for 
our Fund-a-Need to upgrade and beautify the 
campus. 
A HUGE thank you to Kate Brashears and her 
amazing Auction Committee for putting on 
another successful event! 
Thank you also to our  8th grader volunteers 
who helped during the evening. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mother/Son Country 

Hoedown & BBQ 

 
Moms and Sons dressed in their coun-
try finest for a boot-stompin’ good time 
in May at the school.  Great BBQ, fun 
and a mechanical bull rounded out the 

night! 

St. Benedict School  
First Communion 

Class  
April 26, 2015 



 School News 

JUMP ROPE FOR 

HEART 2015! 
You did it kids! You raised $10,720 for our Jump 

Rope for Heart fundraiser and the American Heart 
Association! Congrats to the 4th graders for raising the 
most money in the school and congrats to Abby C. in 
6th grade for being the top fundraiser in the entire 
school! 50 kids also raised $55 or more to qualify to be 
part of the t-shirt club this year. We currently rank in 
the top five in school fundraising in Washington.  

Great work everyone!   

—Ms. Briones, PE/Health Teacher 
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 Father/Daughter Dance 

Fathers  and Daughters  turned out for the annual dance in 
February!  Everyone dressed up in their best duds and dresses,  

kicked up their heels on the dance floor, and had a great time! 

 

 2015 School Musical  

 

The beloved Disney hit “The Little Mermaid, 

Jr.” was once again Directed by Michael 

Dunlop with our very talented  5-8th grade 

actors making it another wonderful show! 
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“The most important lesson I learned……..” 
 

The most important lesson I  learned in my time at St. Benedict School is that you are never alone. I always had someone, especially in times of 

need. This is an important thing to know for the rest of my life.  Basil D.—O’Dea High School 

 

The most important lesson that I learned at my time at St. Benedict School is that you should never be afraid to talk to your teachers. My teachers 

have always helped me to be able to achieve new things. Katherine E.—Bishop Blanchet High School 

 

The most important lesson I  learned in my time at St. Benedict is to be a leader and a friend to all.  Being a Christian, I can also learn about 

myself and God in this school, which is a huge blessing. Zoe G.—Bishop Blanchett High School 

 

The most important lesson I learned in my eight years at St. Benedict School is how to push myself to be the best I can.  I know I will succeed in 

high school and in life because I am proud of my work and what I have accomplished.  

Amelia K.—John F. Kennedy High School 

 

The most important lesson I learned in my time at St. Benedict is that I know now what it means to be  a great student.  I’m a completely different 
person at St. Benedict than all of the years at my other school.  Thank you to St. Benedict School for helping me to complete my dreams for the 

future. Aidan L.—Bishop Blanchet High School 

 

The most important lesson I learned in my time at St. Benedict is to be prepared by studying for tests, turning in your homework on time, and be 

prepared for what comes your way.  Chaz B.—John F. Kennedy High School 

 

The most important lesson I learned in my time at Saint Benedict School is  how  to say goodbye. The school taught me that I have to leave some 

things I find precious to go on with my life.  Elizabeth B.—Holy Names Academy 

 

The most important lesson I learned in my time at St. Benedict School is that sometimes the search proves to be more valuable than the find.  

When I don’t find what I am looking for by the end of my search, I remember all that I did learn along the way and am not upset at what I found.  

L. C. —Seattle Preparatory High School 

 
The most important lesson I learned at Saint Benedict School is how to be a kind friend and leader to others.  I learned how to spread kindness in 

the world as a Christian, by observing the playground and playing with people that I don’t usually play with.  Henri C.-V.—Bishop Blanchet 

High School 

 

The most important lesson that I learned in my time at St. Benedict School is that I am capable of achieving great things. That gives me confi-

dence that I will be one day able to accomplish difficult things.  Sophia H.—Ballard High School 

 

The most important lesson I learned in my time at St. Benedict is to always have faith. This school has taught me to always believe in myself even 
though it may seem hard and impossible. When I enter high school and when I doubt myself, I will look back to my seven years at St. Benedict 

and remember the  gift that I learned. Elaine K.—Roosevelt High School 

 
I’ve gone through so many positive changes since attending St. Benedict.  When I came to St. Benedict in 6th grade,  I was surprised how much 

the teachers want us to understand a lesson, and will help us every step of the way until we get it. 

 Adele P.—Bishop Blanchet High School 

 

The most important lesson I learned in my time at St. Benedict School is that life is constantly testing you in ways we never seem to see. When I 

first came to St. Benedict seven years ago, I didn’t feel confident enough to talk to anybody.  Since then,   I made  lasting friendships that I know I 

will not leave behind once I enter high school. Alexandra P.—Bishop Blanchet High School 
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We have a new Parish Priest and Dn. Roy 

is with us for at least one more year! 

We welcome Fr. Bryan Dolejsi,  to St. Benedict Parish and School as of July 1, 

2015.  Fr. Bryan was born and raised as a Catholic in Seattle.  He  earned a Sec-

ondary Education and History/Language Arts degree from Western Washington 

University.  He has worked as a youth minister, Catholic school basketball coach, 

Catholic school teacher and was a Jesuit Volunteer in Micronesia before entering 

the Seminary in 2000.  He originally entered the Dominican order studying at the 

Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley and Tangaza college in Nairobi, 

Kenya.  Before final vows the Lord called him back home and after finishing his 

Masters of Divinity at St. Patrick's Seminary in Menlo Park, CA he was ordained 

for the Archdiocese of Seattle in 2006.  Fr. Bryan served as a parochial vicar at 

four parishes in Southeast Tacoma for his first two years and he currently serves 

as the Priest Administrator at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Issaquah, WA.  He regularly teaches for the Siena Institute 

and for the Archdiocese.  Source:  www.seattlemensconference.org 

Dn. Roy Harrington will continue to be our Pastoral Coordinator for at least another year.  We say goodbye to our cur-

rent Parish Priest, Fr. Bill Cleary, who will move a bit north to Christ The King Parish.  We thank Fr. Bill for his ser-

vice and wish him well in his new endeavor. 

“The most important lesson I Learned……..” (cont.) 
 

The most important lesson I have learned in my time at St. Benedict School is that even if you give up on yourself, or what you are doing, there is 

going to be someone there that does believe in you. Zoe P.—Roosevelt High School 

 

The most important thing I have learned at St. Benedict is how to be a good leader and contribute the most to the people around me. The commu-

nity here is very caring, and the academics are always pushing me to work my hardest and strive to do my best.  

Zachery S. –Raisbeck Aviation High School 

    

At this school I learned the typical curriculum, what I’m legally supposed to have learned by the end of 8th grade plus a little extra.  I also 
learned how to live in the moment; not to think about what is going to happen or what has been, but to concentrate on what’s happening now. 

Megan S. – Bishop Blanchet High School 

 

Throughout my time at Saint Benedict School, Mass has been an important aspect of our curriculum. Weekly services have helped me to respect 

the service, not only in the Catholic Church, but all religions. Caroline T.—Holy Names Academy 

 

The most important thing I learned at St. Benedict is to take advantage of the time that you have.  I have put projects off and it has cost me.  I feel 

like I have the potential to be a great student but I don’t give myself enough time to finish work and projects.   

Miles G.—Bishop Blanchet High School 

 

In my nine years at St. Benedict, my teachers have constantly pushed me to be the best I can .   They have always been there to make sure I’m 

doing the best I can in schoolwork and being a kind person.  Rudy T.—Roosevelt High School 

 



 Development News 

School Gets  

Another Grant! 

For the second year in a row, St. Bene-

dict School has received a generous 

grant from the local Garneau-Nicon 

Family Foundation. The grant of 

$25,000 will go to help fund our St. 

Scholastica  Academy, now in its sec-

ond year.  This program is aimed at 

helping those students with learning 

difficulties, and also with those who 

are advanced and need extra chal-

lenges.  In order to meet these needs, 

we have hired extra specialists who 

have created specific curricula so all of 

our students can be served according 

to their needs.   This grant will go a 

long way in offsetting the costs of the 

program and expanding it to benefit  

more students who need it. 

Ways to Give to  

St. Benedict School: 
 

*Mail your donation in the enclosed 
re-mit envelope. 
 
*Make an online donation  at 
www.stbens.net, go to the Giving Tab, 
scroll down to Ways to Give and click 
on the Donate button. 
 
*Corporate Matching Gifts—contact   
your employer. 
 
*United Way Employee Giving Cam-
paign. 
 
*2015 Annual Drive (see article to the 
right) 
 
Contact t.gillett@stbens.net for any ques-

tions you may have. 

A GYM/ MULTI-PURPOSE  

FACILITY FOR  

ST. BENEDICT? 
That’s the plan!  It’s been a very long time in coming, but we are on a path to 
building a brand new Gym/Multi-Purpose Facility on the school campus!  
This building will be used for the  school and parish functions alike.  In addi-
tion to recreational space, there will likely be a daylight basement with meet-

ing space for groups, commissions, clubs and other organizations. 

 

As part of this project, we will also be doing necessary seismic upgrades to 
the school and church, remodeling our very outdated kitchen and bathrooms,   

and installing a new heating system. 

 

In order to make this dream a reality, we will need to conduct our first ever 
Capital Campaign.  This coming winter, we will be conducting a Feasibility 
Study.  This is the best way to make sure we are in a  solid financial  position 

to raise the necessary funds for this extensive project.   

 

This is a very exciting time to be part of the St. Benedict Community!   

2015 Annual  Drive:  Bridging The Gap 
 

By now, you should have received your 2015 Annual Drive Letter in the 
mail.  It  shows you how your money will be spent and how it benefits St. 
Benedict  Catholic School.  Thank you in advance if you have already made a 
contribution to the school.  We rely on your generosity to continue to provide 
the quality education and Catholic values offered at St. Benedict School.  If 
you did not receive a letter, please contact  t.gillett@stbens and one will be 
sent to you, or use the enclosed envelope for your donation. 
 

 

 

 

 

Annual Giving Facts 

Annual Giving is reported as the #1 priority among Catholic Schools. 

Money raised helps to bridge  the gap between tuition and actual expenses. 
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2015 Distinguished  

Graduate: 

Gerald Meyer 

Class of 1985 
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This year’s distinguished graduate is Gerald Meyer.  Mr. 
Meyer graduated from St. Benedict Catholic School in 
1985 and continued on to Blanchet and then Ballard High 
School.  After graduating from high school Jerry joined 
the United States Marine Corp and reached the rank of 
Sergeant.  In 2001 he moved back to Seattle and began to 
work as a corrections officer in the King County jail until 
he was hired by the King County Sheriff’s Office in 
2006.  While working for the King County Sheriff’s de-
partment he primarily worked in the Southwest Precinct 
in the Gang Unit.  During his seven years with the Sher-
iff’s Department he was nominated for Deputy of the 
Year four times and won that award in 2013.  He also 
received an award for valor for pulling a suspect from a 

burning car after a vehicle pursuit. 

Brendan McCarthy, Class of 
2000, is one of the writers on the 
new Netflix comedy show 
“Grace & Frankie”, starring 
Lilly Tomlin and Jane Fonda, 
which has just been picked up 
for a second season..  After St. 
Benedict, Brendan graduated 
from Ballard High School and 
then went to New York Univer-
sity.  After graduating from 
NYU he headed out to Los An-
geles to follow his dream of be-
ing a screenwriter.  Take a look 
at this funny and thoughtful 

show. 

SIX St. Benedict Alums to go on Mission 

Trip to Tijuana this July! 

Claire Baltuck, Fiona Convery, Jake Cowden, Colin 

Shepherd, and Miriam Timson, all of the Class of 2014, 

along with Matt Briones, Class of 1999 are joining the 
group of trekkers to help build a home for those in need 
through the Esperanza International organization.  The 
group of 12 will spend a week working in the hot sun mak-
ing cement, filling and passing buckets filled with cement, 
shoveling sand and dirt and placing bricks to help  a family 

realize their dream of a new home. 

Three St. Benedict Alumni deserve a big Thank You for coaching current St. Bens 
students athletes in CYO Sports.  Tom Potter, Matt Briones and Ryan Hjorten 

have dedicated many hours of service to the kids and I want to be sure to let their 

fellow alums know how much they are appreciated. 

 

Matt Briones and Ryan Hjorten, class of 1999, have been coaching the Class of 
2016 boys basketball team for the past four seasons.  The boys and the parents 
love Matt & Ryan!  As we all know, CYO Athletics is about so much more than 
just sports, and these guys have had a huge, positive impact on the boys and fami-

lies. 

 

Another alumnus that deserves recognition is Tom Potter, Class of 1982.  He was 
officially recognized in 2014 a the CYO Track Coach of the Year.  I think the best 
way to thank Tom is to share with you some of  what was written in his nomina-

tion letter last year: 

 

“From my experience as an Athletic Director at St. Benedict for the past five 
years, it is clear that Tom Potter not only embodies the Play Like a Champion To-
day philosophy in everything he does, but that he embodies the Missions and Val-

ues of St. Benedict School:  Learn, Love, Grow, Serve”. 

 

Paul Krause, St. Benedict School Athletic Director 

HAVE A 

GREAT 

TRIP! 
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Grounded in va lues .  Growing in knowledge .  

 

Farewell and   

All the Best to the 

 Class of  2015! 

September 18-19, 2015 


