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Dear St. Benedict Catholic School Community, 

“We intend to establish a school for the Lord’s service.”—St. Benedict. 

Recently I was able to visit Nurcia, Italy the home town of St. Benedict and his sister St. Scholastica.  A 90 mile 

round trip bike ride from the town of Spoleto where I was staying helped to give me an intimate feel for this 

beautiful (and hilly!) part of Italy in the region of Umbria.  I was able to envision the foundations of St. Bene-

dict’s life, growing up in a wealthy merchant family, learning the faith and maturing in his studies.  I visited the 

Benedictine monastery, the town center (which recently experienced significant 

earthquake damage especially the churches), and the beautiful valley that formed 

our patron Saint.   

After intense prayer and reflection Benedict decided to write a Rule for religious 

life that became a cornerstone in preserving western culture for centuries.  He de-

sired that the monks (and nuns) would live a balanced life of prayer and work, 

offer hospitality and focus their lives on the love of God through Jesus Christ.  He 

wanted the monasteries to be “schools” forming people in virtue and faith even in 

the midst of a culture that opposed them.   

St. Benedict School and Parish in Wallingford has been following this same mission 

for over a 100 years!  As a former Catholic School teacher and starting my third 

year here I can tell you that our school is a wonderful place of developing faith, 

virtue, leadership, service and knowledge in all areas of education.  I am very im-

pressed with the quality of our leadership (staff, teachers, parents and students!), faith 

development and helping students grow in virtue.  Both Catholic and non-Catholic find a 

home here as St. Benedict would want it.   

Whether a former student/family or current, be grateful that our school follows the teach-

ings of St. Benedict still as we continually strive to be a “…school for the Lord’s service.”  

Your prayer and support in the past and today is greatly appreciated to accomplish this 

mission together.  I look forward to continuing to offer my presence and gifts for our com-

mon mission.  St. Benedict and St. Scholastica pray for us! 

Fr. Bryan Dolejsi , Parish Priest, St. Benedict Catholic Church     

  

 

 

WAYS TO GIVE 

TO  

ST. BENEDICT  

*Mail your donation in the enclosed 

envelope 

*Make a donation online at 

www.stbens.net: Go to the Giving 

Tab, scroll down to Ways to Give 

and click on the  Donate button 

*Corporate Matching Gifts—contact your employer 

*United Way Employee Giving Campaign 

Contact Teresa Gillett at t.gillett@stbens.net with 

any questions you may have.   

Thank you  in advance for your support of  

St. Benedict Catholic School 

 

SCHOOL TOURS    

WE HAVE A NEW FACEBOOK PAGE 

Find us at “St. Benedict Catholic School” 

We still have our Alumni FB page as well at  “St. 

Benedict School-Seattle-Alumni and Friends”— 

Help get the word out by 

Liking and Sharing both!  
 

Friday, January 12, 9am 

Friday, February 9, 9am 

Friday, March 9, 9am 

Call 206-633-3375 or Email 

t.gillett@stbens.net  to sign 

up or to get more infor-

mation! 



CAPITAL  CAMPAIGN PLEDGE TOTAL REACHES $1 MILLION 

 

 

Matthew Gray, Class of 2013:  Just weeks after beginning  his Freshman 

year at WSU, in Pullman, WA  in the early hours of 

Thursday morning, August 24, 2017 Matthew Gray, 

18, fell through his second story dorm room window. 

He suffered severe head trauma along with other in-

juries. He was airlifted to Sacred Heart Medical Center 

in Spokane. After receiving the call that no parent 

should have to bear, Andrea and Jim Gray rushed 

from their home in Seattle to be by his side.  They ar-

rived in Spokane and prepared for the worst.  The 

next night Matthew was airlifted to Seattle's Har-

borview Medical Center where they performed sur-

gery.  Via social media (Caring Bridge and Facebook) 

word spread throughout the community, the Seattle area and even the country.  

There were literally thousands of people praying for Matthew!  On August 31, 2017 

St. Benedict held a Prayer Service for Matthew where over 200 attended!  The prayers 

worked!  Matthew has continued to heal and get stronger; so much so that a few 

weeks ago Matthew was transported to Craig Rehab Center near Denver CO to fur-

ther his recovery.  This facility is the best in the country in treating Traumatic Brain 

Injuries.  Matthew’s recovery will be a long and arduous one, so please continue to 

pray for Matthew and his parents; Andrea and  Jim, his sisters; Elizabeth and Abby 

and his entire family. The love and light everyone has expressed is deeply appreciated 

by his family. Please visit the Caring Bridge website  for current updates at 

www.caringbridge.org/visit/matthewgray. 

 

Dear St. Benedict  Community:  

Through your generosity and support, the 

current Capital Campaign: Strengthen and 

Grow—The Path to Our Future, has re-

ceived pledges and gifts of over 

$1,000,000!  We are in the midst of a 4-

Phase plan to complete seismic and other 

updates to the school and church build-

ings.  In the summer of 2016, we  com-

pleted Phase 1; a total water system re-

placement and complete bathroom re-

model. Plans to move on to Phase 2— 

seismic work on the school building—will 

begin in June 2018.  It is only with your 

help that we have had the success so far.   

FIFTH GRADE  

SALMON PROJECT 

The Salmon Tank will be set up in 

November and students will test 

the water during December to be 

sure it is safe for the salmon 

eggs. The eggs will arrive early in 

January and most will hatch be-

fore the end of the month! The 

eggs develop into alevin, fry, and 

smolt over a few months, and be 

released at Carkeek Park into the 

Puget Sound in March/April. Stu-

dents learn about water condi-

tioning, the salmon life-cycle, the 

preferred environment of salmon 

through their growth stages, the 

long journey of a salmon before 

coming back to spawn in the riv-

er, etc. Students in the 5th grade 

head up this research and pre-

sent to each class in the school to 

share their knowledge. The tank 

will be in the east hallway on the 

main floor!—Ms. Abby Lane, 5th 

Grade Teacher 

WALLINGFORD  

FAMILY  

PARADE   

 Saturday, July 8, 2017on a 

beautiful  Seattle summer 

day, more than 30 St. Bene-

dict  students lined up to rep-

resent our great school by 

riding on the St. Bens float 

decorated in the school colors 

with rows of desks and wear-

ing their school uniform or 

their Wurst Fest t-shirts!  Par-

ents joined in by walking with 

the float, sporting their own 

Wurst Fest shirts and waving 

Wurst signs. 

Fr. Bryan even came to ride 

his bike with the float!  A 

great day!  Thanks to all who 

participated in this fun event! 

 

____________________________________________________________________________

Another Successful Wurst Fest  

 

 

Ballard High School 

Javier Bonet 

Sam Hughes 

Leah Van Loen 

 

Bishop Blanchet High 

School 

Abby Cowden 

Sadie Cowden 

Steve  Deibert 

Patrick Krause 

Carson Pina 

William Pitton 

Nonabella Schroeder 

Colby Smith 

Audrey Ulman 

Jack Ziemer 

 

Bothell High School 

Brianna Corbisier 

 

Holy Names Academy 

Megan Bigalk 

Lily Calvert 

Kathleen Hollinger 

Mary Rosa 

 

Kentridge High School 

Gabe Unabia 

Maddy Unabia 

 

 

O’Dea High School 

Jon Orquia 

 

Roosevelt High School 

Lydia Inserra 

Sora Storck 

Isabel Williamson 

 

Seattle Preparatory 

Sebastian Martin 

 

 

 

AS YOU KNOW, WITH A CAMPAIGN 

THIS LARGE, EVERY PENNY COUNTS!  

We are still accepting donations.  Use 

the enclosed envelope or contact Te-

resa Gillett, Development Director, at 

t.gillett@stbens.net.   

Thanks in advance for your support!  

Congratulations to the Class of 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew Gray and  some the 

Graduating Class of 2013.  

Matthew is in the center 

ALUMNI NOTES 

Another successful  

Wurst Festival!   

Thanks to all who  

volunteered their time,  

attended and continue  

to support this  

annual event! 

Good Luck 

Graduates! 




