
Dear Friends and Families of St. Benedict School: 

 The new school year is well underway here at St. Benedict Catholic School!  Most 

of the Summer was spent preparing the school building and the grounds for the new year 

and, now that the students have returned, the whole staff is working hard to fulfill the edu-

cational mission of the school.  

 To say that it has been busy around the school would be an understatement; for the 

past several months we have had our hands full with multiple building projects.  Our most 

extensive project, the first phase of the library renovation was completed just as the school 

year began.  Thank you to all who contributed to this beautiful renovation of the library and 

computer rooms!  The changes that were made are already proving themselves worthwhile.  

As you will read about in more detail in this newsletter, Phase II of the project will take 

place next Summer.  Other major projects around the school include the repainting of the 

upper and main floors, the restoration of the leaded windows at our north and south en-

trances, a deep cleaning of all the school floors, the installation of windows in all the class-

room doors, and the continued restoration of our buildingôs brick fa­ade. 

 Even more important than the work we have done on the building is the work we 

have done to prepare for our students!  With the start of the new school year the teaching 

and support staff have been working overtime to insure that St. Benedict Catholic School 

provides the best possible education for our young people.  A number of different initia-

tives are beginning to ensure that we are able to meet the academic, social, and spiritual 

needs of our students. 

1.  Safety- A staff safety committee has been formed to reevaluate all of the schoolôs 

emergency policies and procedures.  They will be looking at other examples of 
ñbest practicesò and adapting our school policies and procedures to comply.  Other 

changes to school safety have been more immediate; an additional staff member 

was hired to ensure that two adults were always outside on recess duty with the 

students and the majority of the staff has just completed a CPR/First Aid training 

class. 
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2. Community- One of the schoolôs cherished traditions, the Music Assem-

bly, is continuing with new additions.  In past years, students have come 

to these assemblies in their Family Groups (groupings of children that 

include at least one student from each grade level).  This year, we are 

going to expand the role of Family Groups by incorporating student lead 

projects to allow for more interaction among the groups and more leader-

ship opportunities for our students. 

3. Spirituality- As many of you already know, the Catholic Church has is-

sued a new translation of the Roman Missal (the prayers used during the 

Mass).  St. Benedict Parish and School have been working together to 

educate our students and parishioners about the changes.  This has been a 

coordinated, step-by-step effort intended to keep our community ahead 

of the curve! 

 As you can see, I was not exaggerating when I said it has been quite busy 

around the school!  Especially if you consider that everything mentioned above 

are the new projects and donôt include the typical summer maintenance, after-

school programs (in Science and LegoRobotics), our yearly reviews of textbooks 

and subject matter, and our on-going work to complete the School Improvement 

Plan.   

 Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter, for your willing-

ness to learn more about our programs, and for your continued support! 
 

Sincerely, 

Brian Anderson, Principal 

(Continued from page 1) 

 One of the major fundraisers of the year is the 

Annual Auction.  School families, parishioners and 

friends come together for a great night of good food, 

conversation and of course the exciting silent and live 

auctions. This yearôs themeðTropical Nightsðevokes 

the sun and fun of a Caribbean vacation!  All are in-

vited to this wonderful event!!  Please contact the 

school at 206-633-3375 to make a reservation or for 

more information. 

 Please join us on Saturday, March 10, 2012 

with doors opening at 5pm at St. Demetrioôs Hall, 

2100 Boyer Avenue E, Seattle WA  98112.  Several 

Sponsorship Levels are offered to help underwrite the auction.  These help with 

expenses, enabling a higher percentage of the proceeds to benefit the students of 

St. Benedict School Catholic School. 

 For more information on ways you can contribute, please contact 

Teresa Gillett, Development Director at t.gillett@stbens.net or donate online at 

www.stbens.net.  We look forward to seeing you there! 

St. Benedict School Annual Auction  
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 School News 

The 29th annual Great Wallingford Wurst Festi-

val was held on September 16  and 17th!  

School families, parishioners, neighbors, ven-

dors, volunteers and studentsðcurrent and 

graduatedðall came together to once again 

make this annual event another great success.  

Even though there was a little rain on Saturday 

night, it did nothing to dampen the mood of the 

attendees.   

With great bands performing both on the main 

stage and in the Beirgarten there was plenty of 

entertainment for everyone.  Itôs such a great 

treat to see the parents who have ñgraduated 

outò of St. Bens come back to support the 

school, along with the new faces to get to know 

as well. Thanks for your support! 
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The Great Wallingford Wurst Fest! 


