
 

PARENT’S GUIDE 

TO MAP TESTING 
 

 

WHAT IS MAP TESTING? 

 

MAP stands for Measures of Academic Progress. 

 

It is a test that measures student knowledge in reading, mathematics, language usage (and 

Science in grades 4, 6, and 8).  All students in grades 2-8 will be taking the MAP every year in the 

fall and spring.  

 

WHAT IS IT FOR? 

 

The MAP measures your child’s academic progress or growth.  By having precise measurement of 

student achievement, teachers and others are able to monitor academic progress.  The ultimate 

goal of all testing is program improvement.   

 

More important to you as a parent, of course, is that this testing keeps you informed on the 

progress of your child in basic skill areas. 

 

WHAT DO THE TESTS COVER?  

 

Each Measure of Academic Progress is made up of parts, which are called goals.  These goals are 

closely aligned to reflect progress toward the Washington State Standards.  Below is a listing of 

the goal areas for each test: 

 

Reading:      Language Usage: 

 K-2       Language: Understand, Edit for Grammar, Usage 

 Literature and Informational    Writing: Plan, Organize, Develop, Revise, Research  

 Vocabulary Use and Functions    Language: Understand, Edit Mechanics 

 Language and Writing 

 Foundational Skills 

 2-5 and 6+     Science: 
Literature      Physical Science     

 Informational Text     Life Science     

 Vocabulary Acquisition and Use    Earth and Space Science     

Mathematics: 

K-2 and 2-5 
Operations and Algebraic Thinking 

 Numbers and Operations 

 Measurement and Data 

 Geometry 

 6+ 
 Operations and Algebraic Thinking 

 The Real and Complex Number Systems 

 Geometry 

 Statistics and Probability 

  

The Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) use scores to measure growth in each of the 

academic areas tested.  Scores depend on two things: how many questions are answered 

correctly and the difficulty of each question. 
 



When you and your child’s teacher look at MAP results, it may become apparent that certain goal 

areas need more attention than others.   

 

Teachers will address any deficits that occur both at the individual and at the class level with 

instruction specific to the area identified. 

           

DO ALL STUDENTS TAKE THE SAME TEST? 

 

Yes and no.  The tests are leveled to meet the needs of children at each grade level.  Then within 

the grade level the tests are again adjusted to match a student’s current level of achievement.  

Although every test has questions covering the same goal area, not every test has the same 

questions, and the test questions vary in difficulty. 

 

In a computerized adaptive test, the difficulty of the test is adjusted to the student’s performance 

so each student sees different test questions. The difficulty of each question is based on how well 

the student has answered the questions up to that point.  As the student answers correctly, the 

questions become more difficult.  If the student answers incorrectly, the questions become easier.  

 

HOW IMPORTANT IS THE MAP TESTING? 

 

The MAP testing is important because it measures the growth of your child in essential skills.  If a 

child needs help, we know exactly what skills on which to focus.   The goal areas measured match 

the Washington State Standards and this match helps our teachers ensure that we are teaching 

those skill areas that have been identified as necessary for every student. 

 

The MAP is just one part of our assessment system.  Three times a year our students in grade K – 

6 are also assessed using the DIBELs which assesses Reading, Reading Comprehension, and 

Phonetic Awareness.  And, of course, classroom teachers assesses student daily on progress 

toward the goals of that specific class or grade. 

 

Because we test in the fall and spring with the MAP, we have a picture of a student’s progress 

during that year in each of the goal areas.  These tests will also give a long range picture of a 

student’s learning as they progress through the grades. 

 

HOW DO I READ THE RESULTS? 

 

Reading the results is fairly straightforward.  After each test administration, you will receive a 

Parent Report showing your child’s score in each subject.  The RIT score is a measure of the 

difficulty of the material with which your child has been successful.  Further, the Parent Report 

indicates whether your child’s achievement is high, average, or low in each of the goal areas.  

 

Over time you will be able to keep track of your child’s RIT scores (academic growth) the same 

way many people make marks on a chart to record a child’s height.  The school will also keep a 

test history file, which can give you periodic updates of your child’s scores.   

 

Mean RIT scores are not an indicator of proficiency or grade level equivalence, they are the 

average of the scores of students based on NWEA’s national norm study. 

 
 

Any questions that you have or your child has should be directed to your child’s teacher or to      

Mr. Anderson. 


